Minds & Machines, Summer 2011


Paper Topics
This assignment is due on Thursday 8/4 at 6pm (beginning of class). Your paper should be (approximately) 8 double-spaced pages. You should turn in a printed copy.

1. Present and evaluate one (or more) of the three main critiques of Functionalism we covered in this course: Searle’s Chinese Room Argument, Block’s Blockhead & Chinese nation thought experiments, Dreyfus’ phenomenological argument about the acquisition of skill. You can either assess one of these arguments in detail or compare the approaches of these authors, focusing on the strengths and weaknesses of each approach and on the difference between the claims each tries to establish.

2. What is the Language of Thought Hypothesis and what are some of the arguments Fodor gives in its support? Is Fodor successful in “vindicating” common-sense psychology or are the reasons he gives for holding on to it outweighed by Churchland’s reasons for giving it up? You may also choose to talk about whether common-sense psychology could, in practice, be given up in the way Churchland suggests and/or whether Dennett’s view offers a plausible middle ground between Fodor’s “industrial-strength” realism and Churchland’s eliminativism about the propositional attitudes.

3. Make up your own topic. Your topic should be on something we covered in this course and should be approved by me.

Before starting to work on your paper, make sure to closely read Jim Pryor’s Guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper (linked on the course-website). You are welcome to email me (alshanetsky@nyu.edu) a draft or an outline of your paper anytime before Monday 8/1, 6pm.

