Minds & Machines, Summer 2011
Midterm

This assignment is due on Monday 07/25 at 6pm (beginning of class). You should turn in a printed copy. Make sure to answer in your own words and not just copy from the readings/lecture notes.

Part 1
Briefly explain (in a paragraph or so) 5 of the following terms. Each explanation should include at least one example.

A priori justification
A posteriori justification
A (logically) necessary claim
Analytic claim
Token (vs. type)
Concept
Property
Formal system
Self-propelling formal system
Axiom (in a formal system)
Theorem (in a formal system)
Derivation (in a formal system)
Isomorphism
Syntactic property
Semantic property
Original intentionality (vs. derived intentionality)

Part 2
Answer (in 1-3 paragraphs) 5 of the following questions:

1. What are dispositions? How does the Behaviorist make use of dispositions in her theory? In answering, make sure to give some examples of physical and behavioral dispositions.

2. Who are super-Spartans and who are the X-worlders? How does Putnam use these imaginary beings in arguing against Behaviorism? 

3. Is the Functionalist committed to Physicalism/Materialism? Why/Why not? Does it make a difference which brand of Functionalism (e.g. Machine Functionalism, Causal-Theoretical Functionalism, Psychophysical or Analytic Functionalism) is in question?

4. What is Dualism? Explain Wittgenstein’s beetle-in-the-box objection to Dualism. How (if at all) does the objection help support Behaviorism?

5. What is Leibniz’s Law? Give an example of an application of this law in arguing against the Identity Theory and one way that the Identity Theorist may try to resist the argument.

6. Explain the multiple realization argument against the identity theory. How (if at all) does the argument support Functionalism?

7. What are Turing machines? What are their components? Is it possible to build a Turing machine in practice? Describe the working of one specific machine of this sort.

8. What are machine tables? How does the Machine Functionalist make use of machine tables in her theory?

9. Explain the Ramsey-Lewis method of characterizing mental states. Show how to use the method by applying it to some particular mental state (not used in any of the examples we went through).

10. What are physical symbol systems and what is the physical symbol systems hypothesis? Give one reason for treating thought as symbol manipulation.
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