PHIL-UA.15/ Minds & Machines
New York University
Summer 2011, Second Session (July 5th – August 11th)
Monday-Thursday, 6:00–7:35pm
5 Washington Place, 2rd floor seminar room

Instructor:
Eli Alshanetsky
alshanetsky@nyu.edu
Office Hours: TBA.
Office: 315, 5 Washington Place.
Course Website: http://www.alshanetsky.com/teaching

Course Description
This course is an intensive introduction to the discipline of philosophy, by way of study of conceptual issues in cognitive science, focusing on the conflict between computational and biological approaches to the mind. Topics covered include whether a machine can think, the Turing test, the reduction of the mind to the brain, mental representation, the language of thought hypothesis, connectionism and neutral nets, and the question of where does the mind stop and the rest of the world begin.

Texts
Clark, Mindware.
Chalmers, Philosophy of Mind: Classical and Contemporary Readings.
(Should be available at the NYU Bookstore)

Requirements
It’s important that you come to class every day. Some of the required readings will be handed out in lecture and much of the material that we will talk about is not easy to extract from the readings on their own. There will be one required reading assignment for each day. The readings vary in length, but they all require close study. You should read them carefully before we discuss them in class, and you may need to read them more than once. Some of the readings will be challenging and include unfamiliar technical terms. Don’t get frustrated if you don’t understand something right away. Other people are likely to be confused too. If after re-reading, you still have trouble understanding, don’t hesitate to email me about it or bring it up in class.

There will be five short (pass/fail) pop quizzes. The quizzes will be given either at the beginning of class (on the reading assigned for the day) or at the end of class (on the material discussed in class). These quizzes are designed to be easy and to test basic understanding of big picture issues.  

There will be a (take home) midterm exam, a paper and a final exam. You will get a chance to submit a draft of your paper and get feedback from me before submitting the final version for grading. 

I highly encourage you to talk and ask questions in class. Since we’re such a small group, you can learn a lot of philosophy this way. Don’t worry about asking a confused/mistaken/silly question. Chances are that it isn’t. And even if it is, it’s much better to ask and learn why. You can get a perfect participation grade just by coming to class and showing that you make an honest attempt to understand the material.

Grade Distribution
Quizzes: 20%
Take Home Midterm Exam: 20%
Paper (8 pages): 25%
Final Exam: 25%
Participation: 10%

Policy for Late Work 
Unless a legitimate reason is provided in advance, one increment of grade (for example A to A-) will be taken off for each day a written assignment is late.

Plagiarism Policy
Academic dishonesty is not tolerated. An official statement of Academic Integrity can be found here: http://cas.nyu.edu/page/ug.academicintegrity.


Tentative Schedule

Week 1: Background.

· Tuesday (07/05): Introduction. Recommended Reading: Clark, Appendix 1 (Additional readings posted on the website).

· Wednesday (07/06): Behaviorism. Required Reading: Putnam, “Brains and Behavior”. 

· Thursday (07/07): The Identity Theory. Required Reading: Place, “Is Consciousness a Brain Process?” Recommended Reading: Smart, “Sensations and Brain Processes”.

Week 2: Functionalism.

· Monday (07/11): Required Reading: Clark, Chapter 1. Recommended Reading: Turing, “Computing Machinery and Intelligence”.

· Tuesday (07/12): Required Reading: Putnam, “The Nature of Mental States”. 

· Wednesday (07/13): Required Reading: Block, “Introduction: What is Functionalism?”. Recommended Reading: Kim, “Mind as a Computer: Machine Functionalism”.

· Thursday (07/14): Required Reading: Kim, “Mind as a Causal Structure: Causal Theoretical Functionalism”. Recommended Reading: Lewis, "Psychophysical and Theoretical Identifications"

Movie, Blade-Runner. (Time: TBA)

Week 3: Critiques of Functionalism.

· Monday (07/18): Required Reading: Clark, Chapter 2. 

· Tuesday (07/19): Required Reading: Searle, “Can Computers Think?” 

· Wednesday (07/20): Required Reading: Block, “Troubles with Functionalism”. 

· Thursday (07/21): Required Reading: Dreyfus, Introduction to What Computers Still Can’t Do. Recommended Reading: Dreyfus, “From micro-worlds to knowledge representation: A.I. at an Impasse”.

Week 4: Propositional Attitudes.

· Monday (07/25): Required Reading: Clark, Chapter 3. Recommended Reading: Fodor, “Introduction: The Persistence of the Attitudes”.

Midterm Exam Due Monday, 07/25.

· Tuesday (07/26): Required Reading: Fodor, “Propositional Attitudes”.

· Wednesday (07/27): Required Reading: Dennett, “True Believers: The Intentional Strategy and Why It Works”.

· Thursday (07/28): Required Reading: Churchland, “Eliminative Materialism and the Propositional Attitudes”.

Week 5: Connectionism & Biological Approaches.

· Monday (08/01): Required Reading: Clark, Chapter 4. Recommended Reading: Davies, “Concepts, Connectionism, and the Language of Thought”.

· Tuesday (08/02): Required Reading: Clark, Chapter 5.

· Wednesday (08/03): Required Reading: Clark, Chapter 6.

· Thursday (08/04): Required Reading: Clark, Chapter 7. 

Paper Due Thursday, 08/04.

Week 6: The Extended Mind.

· Monday (08/08): Required Reading: Clark, Chapter 8.

· Tuesday (08/09): Required Reading: Clark and Chalmers, “The Extended Mind”.

· Wednesday (08/10): Review/Wrap-Up.

· Thursday (08/11): Final Exam.
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