V83.0076/ Belief, Truth, and Knowledge

New York University

Summer 2009, Second Session (June 29th-August 7th)

Monday-Thursday, 3:30–5:05pm
5 Washington Place, 3rd floor seminar room

Instructor:

Eli Alshanetsky

alshanetsky@nyu.edu
Office Hours: 6-8 Thursday or by appointment.

Office: 315, 5 Washington Place.

Course Website: http://www.alshanetsky.com/teaching
Texts

There are two texts for this course, plus a number of Xeroxed readings that will be handed out in class. The texts are available at the NYU Bookstore and can also be purchased online: 

(i) Richard Feldman, Epistemology. 

(ii) Paul Boghossian, Fear of Knowledge. 

Requirements of the Course

Participation (20%)

4 Writing Assignments (80%)

It is important that you attend class every day. Many of the required readings will be handed out in lecture and much of the material that we will talk about is not easy to extract from the readings on their own.

There is one or more required reading assignments for each day. The readings vary in length, but they all require close study. You should read them carefully before we discuss them in class, and you may need to read them more than once.

A 1-2 page ungraded writing exercise will be due on Monday of week 2. A 2-3 page paper will be due on Monday of weeks 3-5. A longer (4-5 page) paper will be due on Thursday of week 6. One increment of grade (for example A to A minus) will be taken off for each day a paper is late.

There will be no final exam.

Tentative Schedule (subject to change at the instructor’s discretion and depending on the interests of the class)

Introduction

1. Monday, 06/29. 

Knowledge

2. Tuesday, 06/30

· Plato, selections from Meno.

· Feldman, Chapters 1-2.

3. Wednesday, 07/1 – Thursday, 07/02

The Traditional Analysis of Knowledge:

· Gettier, “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?”, (http://www.jstor.org/stable/3326922).

· Feldman, Chapter 3.
Evidence and Justification:

4. Monday, 07/06 – Tuesday, 07/07

· Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief”.

· James, “The Will to Believe”.

· Feldman, Chapter 4, pg. 39—pg. 49.
Writing Exercise Due Monday.

5. Wednesday, 07/08 -- Thursday, 07/09 

· Chisholm, “The Myth of the Given”.

· Feldman, Chapter 4, pg. 49—pg. 60, pg. 70—pg. 78.

6. Monday, 07/13 – Tuesday, 07/14

· Sellars, “Does Empirical Knowledge Have a Foundation?”.

· Sellars, “Epistemic Principles”. 

First Paper Due.
7. Wednesday, 07/15 – Thursday, 07/16

· Feldman, Chapter 5.

· Goldman, “What is Justified Belief?”

Skepticism
8. Monday, 07/20

· Descartes, first Meditation. 

· Pryor, “What’s so Bad about Living in the Matrix?”

· Dreyfus, “Telepistemology: Descartes’ Last Stand”.

Second Paper Due.

9. Tuesday, 07/21

· Stroud, “The Problem of the External World”.

· Moore, “Proof of an External World”.

· Moore, “Four Forms of Skepticism”.

10. Wednesday 07/22

· Moore, “Certainty”.

· Unger, “An Argument for Skepticism”.

11. Thursday 07/23

· Schiffer, “Contextualist Solutions to Skepticism”.

Naturalized Epistemology

12. Monday, 07/27

· Quine, “Epistemology Naturalized.”

· Putnam, “Why Reason Can’t be Naturalized”.

· Feldman, Chapter 8.
Third Paper Due.
Relativism and Constructivism
13. Tuesday, 07/28

· Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lies in a Nonmoral Sense”.

· Boghossian, Chapters 1 and 2.

14. Wednesday, 07/29

· Goodman, selections from Ways of Worldmaking.

· Boghossian, Chapters 3.

15. Thursday, 07/30

· Rorty, selections from Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature.

· Boghossian, Chapter 4.

16. Monday, 08/03

· Boghossian, Chapter 5.

17. Tuesday, 08/04

· Boghossian, Chapter 6.

18. Wednesday, 08/05

· Feyerabend, “Rationalism, Relativism and the Scientific Method.”

· Boghossian, Chapter 7.

19. Thursday, 08/06

· Kuhn, selections from The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. 

· Boghossian, Chapters 8 and 9.

Fourth Paper Due.
